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Katowice (R 51/Y 5"")

1. Prior to April 1950 a Polish unit of about 1,500 men was located in the
barracks about one km northeast of the Oheim !iine in the southwestern
section of the city. (1) llany officers and NCUs were observed with the
unit., The E were between 20 emd 25;they wore earthbrown uniforms with
epaunlets of thd same color and ronnc. service caps or caps (called "rogatka",

in Polish) with a white eazle attached to them. A Soviet star was under
the earle. Om their dress uniforms I'COs wore triangular ruby-colorsd collar
patches with serrated silver facings.

2. Soviet rifles with attached Laycnets, sub-mechine guns with magasines and
curved box marazines , and mortars, the barrel and ground nlate
of which were carried separately, were ouswrved with the unit., A convoy
leaving the barracks had asbout 15 threc-axle G0 tyucks. (2) :

3. The unit would train in small detachments in a training area located in
the divection of Kochlowice (4 S1/Y 57). After the spring of 19L9 nizht
exercises were Irequently held in the woeded area round the Oheim MHne.

o Soviet officers sometimes entered the barracks. They wore earthbwosy uni-
forms with wide golden epaulets with nerrow red longitudinal stripes. (3)

5. A Soviet headquarters, conspicuous by a signboard with Russian lettering
and a red flag with hammer and sickle, was about 50 moters north of the
Ring prior to April 1950. This headquarters was called '"kommandatura",
Soviet officers and a Sovist guard armed with a sub-machine gun were sesn
there, BAn increased number of Soviet officers and soldiers were noticed
in the city after Ogtober 1949. Entdme trocp units vere, however, not
observed,

£, In lMarch 1949, a section of the internees camp at the Oheinm lline was occu
pied by about 200 young Polish soldiers., These socldiers worked underground
in the mine in all three shifts. They were alsc merched out for exercises in
the direction of Kochlowice almostevery day.
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Soviet troops were observed near ilundsfeld (P 52/C 52) on

21 April 1950. About 100 younsy soldiers wearins Soviet unis
forus and armed with sub-machine guns were marching on the
road to Dreslan (P 52/0 L1). Five tanks without track-suppore
ting rollers and with an 80w zun without muzule brals were
also moving in the direction of lreslau. (5)

| |Gomentso

From the location of the barracks it is inferred that the éth
KB Sripade, the only infantry unit in Katowice, was concerned.
The trucks also indicate that this unit belongs to the KBV, No
notorized army infantry regiments have been obserwved.

The color of the epaulets indicates that these oificers may have
been VD officers.

A labor unit of the army has been stationed in this csmp since
October 1949, See | | It was previocusly believed to
be an 5P unit. However, it was learmed that special srmy labor
detachnents are employed in the Upper Silesian mining district.
These detachnents are composed of ethnic Germans and ciher elew-
ments who are considered politieslly and nationally vnreliable.
Aceording to previous information some Soviet unlts are located
in Proslavganon; other installations, the .arracks in Dpreslau-

Carlowilz are occupied by Soviets, See The sol- 25X1A
ciers and tanks which were observed probably belon:ed to these

units,
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